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Rekha Chopra, Rajahmundry

Q: Which of the following sen-
tences are correct? Please
explain.

i) He wished me a good morning /
good morning.

ii) They wished me a happy Diwali /
happy Diwali 

iii) Let's go to party shall we? / don't
we?

A: i) He wished me good morning -
correct.

ii) a happy Deepavali - Correct. 

iii) Not necessary.

Q: He is a lawyer / Lawyer - Once
you said that the First letter of
the professional word should be
capital. But they are common
nouns. Aren't they?

A: He is a lawyer, not a Lawyer.

The first letter of the word indi-
cating profession should be in cap-
ital, only if it is a designation.

Mr. Prabhas, Government
Lawyer, was present / The
Government Lawyer, Mr. Prabhas
was present. In the sentences
above, Government Lawyer is a
designation, so first letter capitals. 

Rana Sangram Singh,
Sirpur Kagaz Nagar

Q: i) Which country do you
live in?

ii) Which direction did he
travelling?

Are both the above questions correct?

A: i) and ii) Correct.

Q: Collocation / idioms / proverbs -
Please explain the difference among
the above mentioned.

A: Collocations are word combinations.
Certain words are used in combination
with certain other words mostly - Such a
combination is called a collocation.

e.g.: Commit a murder. 

Usually we use 'commit' before 'murder',
and not any other word like, do a murder. So
'commit a murder' / 'commit a crime' is an
example of collocation.

Seriously ill, severely injured, are some
more examples of collocation.

Idioms are expres-
sions/ combinations of
words the meaning of
which has no connec-
tion with the meaning of

the words, in the group.

e.g.: go to any length - 

This group of words has the
meaning, 'ready to any thing'. 

The meaning has no connec-
tion with the words, 'go' or 'any
length', so this is an idiom.

A proverb is a wise saying - a
sentence which contains a lot of wisdom. 

'Time and tide waits for none' is an idiom
which means, 'Time waits for nobody.'

Q: Let us know a good books on proverbs /
idioms and phrasal verbs.

A: Cambridge Book of Idioms, Cambridge
Book of Phrasal verbs, Cambridge Book of
Idioms are very good books.

Q: Rear / behind / at the back of / back.

Please clarify.

Q: rear = at the back = behind = at the back of.

He was sitting at the rear of the bus / at the
back of the bus / at the back.

'Behind' means, at the back of something,
but some distance from it.

The car was behind the bus.

Q: i) Either you or he has to go / have to go.

ii) Neither of you has / have to go.

- Are these correct?

A: i), ii) Either you or he has to go. 

(In the case of 'either .... or', 'neither .... nor'
and 'not only.... but also', the verb agrees with
the second subject.

Prasanth: Hi Sumanth, could you take the
trouble of bringing me your computer? (é¬Ææh
F computer Ø√ éÓÆæç BÆæ’-éÌ-≤ƒh¢√?)

Sumanth: No problem. When do you want it
and for how long? (ÅüËç Ææ´’Ææu é¬ü¿’. á°æ¤púø’,
áçûª-ÊÆ°æ¤ é¬¢√L?)

Prasanth: Could I have it for a couple of days?
Mine takes two or three days to be set right.
(ã È®çvúÓ-V-©-§ƒô’ Öçîª’-éÓØ√? È®çúø’-´‚úø’
®ÓV©’ °æúø’-ûª’çC Ø√ éπç°æ‹u-ô®˝ ¶«í∫-´-ú≈-EéÀ.)

Sumanth: Who knows? It could take even
longer. But don't worry. I am out of town the
coming two days. It could be even three
days. So have it. (á´-JéÀ ûÁ©’Ææ’? ÅC Éçé¬
áèπ◊\-´-®Ó-V©’ é¬´îª’a. Å®·Ø√ àç ¶«üμ¿-°æ-úøèπ◊.
´îËa È®çvúÓ-V©÷ ØË†÷ Ü®Óx Öçúø-ôç-™‰ü¿’. ÅC
´‚vúÓ-V-™„jØ√ Å´îª’a. é¬•öÀd Öçîª’éÓ.)

Prasanth: Could you leave it at home? I'll
come and pick it up. (Éçöx ´CLÂ°öÀd ¢Á∞«h¢√?
ØË†’ ´*a BÆæ’-Èé-∞«h†’.)

Look at the following expressions from the
conversation above:

1) Could you take the trouble of bringing me
your computer?

2) Could I have it for a couple of days?

3) It could take even longer.

Éçûª-èπ◊-´·çü¿’ lessons ™ 'could'èπ◊†o ¢Á·ü¿öÀ
Ö°æ-ßÁ÷í∫ç ûÁ©’-Ææ’-
èπ◊Ø√oç:
í∫ûªç™ ≤ƒ´’®Ωn uç –
Past ability.

I thought he
could win the
match = Åûªúø’
§ÚöÃ Èí©-´-í∫-©-úøE
Å†’-èπ◊Ø√o.

É°æ¤púø’ ´’J-
éÌEo Ö°æ-ßÁ÷-í¬©’
ûÁ©’-Ææ’-èπ◊çüΔç.
'could'†’ v°æÆæ’hûªç
(Present™) ÅA
´’®√u-ü¿-°æ‹-®Ωy-éπ-¢Á’i† Å¶μºu®Ωn† (Very polite request)
èπ◊ ¢√úøû√ç.
Mohan: Could you lend me your bike for an

hour? (ã í∫çô-§ƒô’ F / O’ bike É´y-í∫-©¢√ /

®√?) – ÉC  English ™ Åûªuçûª ´’®√u-ü¿-éπ-®Ω-¢Á’i†
request.

Subhash: Have it by all means, but check the
fuel. (ûª°æp-èπ◊çú≈, é¬F Â°vö™¸ îª÷Ææ’éÓ.)

Madhu: Well, what a pleasure seeing you after
such a long time. (áçûÓ-é¬©ç ûª®√yûª E†’o
îª÷úøôç áçûª ÆæçûÓ-≠æçí¬ ÖçüÓ.)

Vishnu: So is it with me. There's something
you can do for me. Could you put in a word
for my son with your neighbour? He hap-
pens to be the MD of my son's company.
(Ø√èπÿ ÅçûË ÆæçûÓ-≠æçí¬ ÖçC. †’´¤y Ø√èπ◊ îËßª’-
í∫© °æE äéπöÀ ÖçC. ´÷ Å¶«s®· í∫’Jç* O’
§Ò®Ω’Tçö«ßª’†ûÓ ã ´÷ô îÁ°æp¢√? Çßª’†
´÷¢√úø’ °æE-îËÊÆ Company MD.)

Å®·ûË í∫’®Ω’hç-îª’-éÓ-¢√-Lq† ´·êu-¢Á’i† N≠æßª’ç –
Could èπ◊ Ñ Ö°æ-ßÁ÷í∫ç question form ™ØË
Öçô’çC.

Could you lend me a hundred rupees,
please? = Ø√éÓ ´çü¿-®Ω÷-§ƒ-ßª’©’ Å°œp-´y®√?)

Could I have some information from you
about my job application please? (Ø√ ÖüÓuí∫ç
ü¿®Ω-ë«Ææ’h N≠æßª’ç í∫’Jç* ØËØË-¢Á’iØ√ Ææ´÷-î√®Ωç
§Òçü¿-í∫-©Ø√? - Very polite request.

Could you lend me a hundred rupees, please?

Abhijeeth Grover, Nirmal

Q: Çßª’-††’ (®Ωï-F-é¬çû˝) O’®Ω’ v°æûªu-éπ~çí¬ îª÷¨»®√?
(Åçõ‰ ÆœE-´÷™x, °æ¤Ææh-é¬™x, †÷uÆˇ-Ê°-°æ-®˝q™
é¬èπ◊çú≈) - Say in English.

A: Did you see him in
person?

Q: Stare / gaze
A: Stare = gaze.

Q: Starring Rajini Kanth
- ûÁ©’-í∫’™ N´-Jç-îªçúÕ.

A: ®Ωï-F-é¬çû˝ û√®Ωí¬ = ®Ωï-
F-é¬çû˝ †öÀ-Ææ’h†o /
†öÀç*†.

Q: Harish, a scout
promptly took out his
knife and ripped on the burning shamiyana /
tent 
saving the lives of hundreds of people.

My doubt is 'saved' should have been there
instead of the above underlined word. Please
clarify.
A: 1. The sentence, '.......... saving the lives of

hundreds of people'. Correct. OR
'Harish, a scout promptly took out his knife,

ripped (ripped on - wrong) and saved the lives of
hundreds of people - Correct.
Q: Two meanings will be given out of the seven

meanings. - Say whether the above sentence
is correct or not.

A: The group of words has a sentence structure,
but it is meaningless. Unless the context is
clear, it is difficult to say whether it is a sen-
tence or not.

Q: Can you please / will you please / may you
please / might you please / would you please
/ could you please/ shall you please bring the
book?
- Say who are the persons can be made

these requests?
A: 'Can you please.....?' - Least formal form of

request.
'Will you please......?' - Formal request.
'Would you please.....?' - Very formal request.
'Could you please......?' - Politest form of
request.
'May / Might/ Shall you please.....?' - Wrong.

Pooja Samyuktha, Yellandu

éÀçC ¢√é¬u©’ éπ®Ωé¬d é¬üΔ N´-Jç-îªçúÕ.
i) She is cooking and watching

the T.V. at the same time / at six
this evening.

ii) She was cooking and watching
the T.V. at the same time / at
six this evening.

iii) She is cooking
and watching the
T.V.

iv) She is going to
meet her father
next year.

v) She will be going
to meet her father.

vi) I will be cooking
when my father
comes to me.

Ans: All sentences are correct.

M. SURESAN

-Ççí∫x-¶μ«-≠æ-ù-Ççí∫x-¶μ«-≠æ-ù 712

-§ƒç-úÕ-û√u-EéÀ ... I hail from
G. Ramdas, Metpalli

Q: I am from Metpalli, I came from Metpalli, I
hail from Metpalli, I belong to Metpalli.

Â°j ¢√é¬u© -´’--üμ¿u ûËú≈-©†’, ¢√öÀE àßË’ Ææçü¿®√s¥™x
Ö°æßÁ÷-Tçîª´îÓa ûÁ©-°æçúÕ.
A: ÅEoç-öÀéÃ Å®Ωnç äéπõ‰ – '´÷C ¢Á’ö¸-°æLx— ÅE.

Å®·ûË Ñ Å®Ωnç ´îËaç-ü¿’èπ◊, I come from
Metpalli ÅØ√L. I came from Metpalli Åçõ‰
(í∫ûªç™ á°æ¤p-úÁjØ√) ØË†’ ¢Á’ö¸-°æLx †’ç* ´î√a-†E
(v°æßª÷ùç îËÆœ).

I hail from Metpalli - (´÷C ¢Á’ö¸-°æLx) – ÉC
§ƒçúÕûªuç. ûÁ©’-í∫’™ '´÷C ¢Á’ö¸-°æLx— ÅØË
•ü¿’©’, 'ØË†’ ¢Á’ö¸°æLxéÀ îÁçC-†-¢√-úÕE— Å†oô’d.

Vinay Chopra, Secunderabad

Q: When I look at you / turn
towards you you will be pre-
tending as if you had been
studying / you were studying.
È®çúÕç-öÀ™ à ¢√éπuç éπÈ®é˙d?

A: When I look at you / turn
towards you, you pretend to
be studying - correct.

Q: When I turn towards you, you
pay attention towards me i.e.,
towards my teaching.

A: Only when I turn towards
you, you pay 
attention to me.

Q: No sooner "had" the peon
rung the bell than the stu-
dents went away - Is the
underlined word used after
the words "No sooner"?

A: Correct.

Q: What are you going to do
next year / What will you be
doing next year?

- Say the difference.

A: They are nearly the same.
(Two different ways of saying
the same thing).

Q: Please write all the Be -
forms.

A: Refer to lessons from 10 to
20 on 'Spoken English'.

Q: They are playing and singing
/ They were playing and
singing - Please clarify.

A: They are playing and singing
- Now

The were playing and
singing - in the past.
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Pravallika: Note it down in a book. We
could forget (°æ¤Ææh-éπç™ ®√Ææ’éÓ. ´’†ç
´’Ja-§Ú-í∫©ç).

Vennela: I will, of course.

Pravallika: Who is that there? Chandrika,
isn't it? What could be wrong? She is
bandaged. (á´-®ΩC? îªçvCéπ éπüΔ? à¢Á’i
Öçúø-í∫-©ü¿’? éπôxûÓ ÖçC éπüΔ?)

Vennela: Could be an accident. She dri-
ves rashly. The bandages could indi-
cate a fracture (v°æ´÷-ü¿¢Á’i ÖçúÌîª’a.
¢Ëí∫çí¬ †úø’-°æ¤-ûª’çC. Ç éπô’x á´·-ÍéüÓ

NJ-Tç-ü¿E Ææ÷*Ææ’hØ√o®·.).
Pravallika: Shall we ask her? (Åúø’-í∫’-

üΔ´÷?)
Vennela: She could get angry. She isn't

the one to take friendly advice. (Ç¢Á’èπ◊
éÓ°æç ®√í∫-©ü¿’. ÊÆo£æ«-°æ‹-®Ωy-éπ-¢Á’i† Ææ©£æ…
BÆæ’-èπ◊ØË ´’E≠œ é¬ü¿’ ûª†’).

Éçûª-èπ◊-´·çü¿’ ´’†ç ûÁ©’-Ææ’-èπ◊†o 'could'
Ö°æ-ßÁ÷-í¬©’.
1) Past form of can, to express a past

ability (í∫ûªç™ ≤ƒ´’®Ωl¥ uç, îËßª’-í∫-L-T† ÅØË
Å®ΩnçûÓ).

2) 'could' in the question form for
requests. (could†’ question form ™
î√™« ´’®√u-ü¿-°æ‹-®Ωy-éπ-¢Á’i† Å¶μºu-®Ωn -†-©èπ◊
¢√úøû√ç.)
É°æ¤púø’ ´’®Ìéπ Ö°æ-ßÁ÷í∫ç îª÷üΔlç.

Could †’ possibility (àüÁjØ√ ïJÍí Å´-é¬-
¨»Eo) ûÁL-Ê°ç-ü¿’èπ◊ ¢√úøû√ç.
Look at the following expressions:

1) We could forget. (´’†ç ´’®Ω-*-§ÚßË’
Å´é¬¨¡ç ÖçC / ´’®Ω-*-§Ú-í∫©ç).

2) What could be wrong? (à¢Á’i ÖçúÌîª’a?)
3) (It) could be an accident (v°æ´÷-ü¿¢Á’i

ÖçúÌîª’a – ÅßË’u Å´-é¬¨¡ç ÖçC).
4) She could get angry = Ç¢Á’ éÓ°æp-úø-í∫-©ü¿’.
Vineeth: Deal with them carefully. They

could be dangerous. (¢√∞¡xûÓ ñ«ví∫-ûªhí¬
´’Ææ-©’éÓ. ¢√∞¡Ÿx v°æ´÷-ü¿-é¬-®Ω’©’ é¬´îª’a).

Suseel: Inspite of it, they could offer me
something in return for what I give
them. (Å®·-†-°æp-öÀéÃ, Ø√èπ◊ ¢√∞Ïx-üÁjØ√ É´y-W-
°æ-´îª’a, ØË†’ ¢√∞¡xèπ◊ ÉîËa üΔEéÀ v°æAí¬ – Ç
Å´-é¬¨¡ç ÖçC.)

★ Inspite of her lack of preparation, she
could still pass, you know. She is good
at the subject (Ç¢Á’ Æœü¿l¥çí¬ ™‰éπ-§Ú-®·Ø√
pass ÅßË’u Å´-é¬¨¡ç ÖçC. Ææ¶„bé˙d Ç¢Á’èπ◊
¶«í¬ ûÁ©’Ææ’.)

´’®√u-ü¿-°æ‹-®Ωy-éπ-çí¬... could

Deepak Tijori,
Baasara

Q: i) He is looking at
his watch to
know whether
the time of his going home
has come or not.

ii) I have had all the students
studied all the answers.

iii) He suggests to me / me to
buy the bike

Are the above sentences are
correct?

A: i) Correct. However, 'He is looking at his
watch to see if it is time for him to go
home' is better.

ii) I have had all the students study the
answers - Correct.

iii) He suggests that I should buy / that I buy
the bike - Correct.

Suggest, demand and recommend are not
followed by the infinitive (to go, to see, to
come, etc). They are always followed by a
'that' clause - that is, a clause beginning with
'that'.

Q: He is here - is the under-
lined word adverb?

A: Yes.

Q: The fan is above our
head - Is the underlined
word adverb?

A: 'above' here is a preposition.

Q: He is the point home - Say in
Telugu.

A: 'He is the point home' - No mean-
ing. Not correct.

Q: You have been able to take the
exam as the teacher was there by
you - is this correct?

A: You had been / were able to take the exam
as the teacher was there by you - Correct.

Or

You have been/ are able to take the exam, as
the teacher has been there by you - Correct.

Q: They would have none of it.  

- Say in Telugu.

A: They do not agree to any of these points =
They don't accept any of these = ¢√∞¡Ÿx Oöx
üËEéÃ ä°æ¤p-éÓ-´-õ‰xü¿’.

Pooja Pallavi,
Dharmavaram

Q: She must have
been able to per-
suade him to get
his doubts clarified
by his teacher - Is
this correct?

A: Correct.

Q: Model / Add verbs - Explain in
Telugu.

A: Refer to earlier lessons.

Q: Figurative / Figuratively used -
Explain the meaning of the above
underlined words.

A: 'Figurative' (applied to language,
words etc) used in a way different
from the usual meaning.

äéπ ´÷ô†’ / ´÷ô-©-†’ / ¶μ«≠æ†÷
¢√-öÀ ´÷´‚©’ Å®Ωnç™ é¬èπ◊çú≈ ¢ËÍ®

Å®Ωnç™ ¢√úøôç, ´’†-é¬\-´-©-Æœ† Å®Ωnç
üμ¿yEç-îËô’x.
e.g.: He blasted me. Ééπ\úø 'blast' èπ◊
Å®Ωnç Bv´çí¬ N´’-Jzç-îªúøç ÅE. Å®·ûË
üΔE ´÷´‚©’ Å®Ωnç, Ê°©úøç, Ê°©aúøç,
üμ¿yçÆæç îËßª’úøç. So when you use the
word, 'blast' with the meaning of 'crit-

icising' instead of its usual meaning,
Åçõ‰ üΔE ´÷´‚©’ Å®ΩnçûÓ é¬èπ◊çú≈
N´’-Jzç-îªúøç, ÅE ¢√úÕûË, We use the
word, 'blast' figuratively. ûÁ©’-í∫’™
èπÿú≈, ¢√∞¡Ÿx v°æ¶μº’-û√yEo 'éπúÕ-Íí-¨»®Ω’—
Åçö«ç. Ééπ\úø 'éπúø-í∫ôç— Åçõ‰ N´’-Jzç-
îªúøç ÅE Å®Ωnç éπüΔ. ÉC üΔE figura-
tive use / used figuratively.

Q: Have you three members taken
the exam - is this correct?

A: Have you three ('three members' -
wrong) taken the exam?

Q: They were affected - Say in
Telugu.

A: ¢√∞¡Ÿx üΔE °∂æLûªç Å†’-¶μº-Nç-î√®Ω’.
àüÁjØ√ ïJ-T-†-°æ¤púø’, üΔE v°æ¶μ«-¢√-EéÀ
í∫’®Ω-´úøç, 'affect'.

They were affected by the new rule.

éÌûªh E•ç-üμ¿† ¢√∞¡xèπ◊ ´Jh-Ææ’hçC. üΔE ´©x
¢√∞¡x °æJ-Æœn-A-™†÷ ´÷®Ω’pç-ô’çC.

Q: You have to be here till the com-
pletion of my / mine period -
Which one is correct?

A: ... till the end (not 'completion') of
my period - correct.

Q: You had better to go there / go
there.

A: You had better go there - Correct

Q: She uttered a squeak as if she
had got a fear / got a fear - Which
one is correct?

A: Both are correct.

Vishnu Pratap Singh, Adilabad

Q: i) ÉçöÀ Ææ´’-Ææu-©Fo BJ† ûª®√yûª ØËØË Ñ Éçöx †’ç* ¢ÁRx-§Ú-û√†’.
ii) Åçü¿®Ω’ ûÌçü¿-®Ω-°æ-úø’-ûª’-Ø√o®Ω’.

- Please translate the above
sentences into English.

A: i) I myself will leave this place
once till the problems are
solved.

ii) Everyone is in a hurry.
Q: Please clarify the following

doubts.
Rohit: "Shall I go now"

Rohit asks if he can go then - Rohit asked if he should go
then - Is this right?
A: 'Rohit asked if he should go then' is correct.
Q: i) "I would go there', he said.

ii) 'I would like to go there', he said
- Please say the indirect speech of the above two sen-

tences.

A: i) He said he would go there

ii) He said he would like to go there.

Q: Ñ Éçöx ïJÍí N°æ-K-û√-©èπ◊ é¬®Ωùç Åçü¿®Ω’ Å†’-èπ◊ç-ô’-†oô’x ü¿’®Ó_
´’È®-´®Ó-é¬ü¿’ F ûª´·túø’ ®√ñ‰. Ñ ¢√é¬uEo ÉçTx-≠ˇ™ á™« îÁ§ƒpL?

A: As most of us think it is not Durga or someone else that is
responsible for the bad happenings in this place - its your
brother Raju. 

Ajay Saxena, Warangal

Q: I informed him / to him -

which one is 

correct?

A: I informed him of / that... 

correct.

Q: Can the word "tell" be used

without an object? 

eg: "It tells that".

A: No. I told that... Wrong

I told somebody of some-

thing 

or

I told somebody that ...

Correct

Q: Can the word 'bad' be applied

to Positive Degree?

A: "Bad' is positive degree.

'Worse' is the comparative

and 'Worst' is the superlative

of 'bad'.

Q: F ¢Á’úø™ Ö†o ü¿çúø BÆœ ´÷
ûª´·túÕ ¢Á’úø™ ¢Á®·u–
Translate into English.

A: Take the chain off your neck

and put it around my 

brother's.

Q: He spoke / said - Please 

clarify.

A: He spoke = He talked about

something

He said = He told somebody
something

speak = ´÷ö«x-úøôç, 

say = îÁ°æpúøç

Q: 'Of' is used for things not hav-

ing life then how can we say -

He is the son of Ajay?

A: 'Of' is used for both living and

non-living things.
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Ashuthosh Rana, Vijayawada

Q: á´J ¶«üμ¿ ¢√∞¡xC = One's pain is one's - Is this correct?

A: Everyone has their own problems / troubles.

Q: Çßª’† ¶«üμ¿ Çßª’-†C = His pain is his Å†úøç éπ®Ω-ÍédØ√?
A: He has his own problems / troubles.

Q: Vijay is better than any other / than all other boys in
the class - are the two used and correct?

A: Both are correct

Q: Rana as well as his brothers is / are here - Which one
is correct?

A: ... is here - Correct. When two subjects are joined by
'As well as', 'with / together with / along with the verb
is according to the first subject.

Q: Rana and his brothers are / is here.

A: ... are here. When two subjects are joined by 'and' the
verb is plural.

Q: His brothers and Rana is / are here as well.

A: Refer above answer.

Q: Neither Rana nor his brothers are / is here.

A: Neither Rana nor his brothers - here the second sub-
ject, 'brothers' is plural, so the verb should also be
plural. In the case of 'Either... or', 'Neither ... nor,' and
'not only... but also', the verb agrees with the second
subject.

Rana and his brothers are / is
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Eswar: May I come in, please? (ØË†’ ™°æ-LéÀ
®√ -́î√açúÕ?)

Ganesh: Do, by all means. You are welcome
(®ΩçúÕ, ûª°æp-èπ◊çú≈. O’Èé-°æ¤púø÷ ≤ƒyí∫ûª¢Ë’ Ééπ\úø).

Eswar: Thank you. I've come about my new
job. May I know what my duties are? (Ø√
éÌûªh ÖüÓuí∫ç í∫’Jç* ûÁ©’-Ææ’-èπ◊-ØËç-ü¿’èπ◊ ´î√a†’.
Ø√ Nüμ¿’-™‰çö ØË†’ ûÁ©’-Ææ’-éÓ-́ î√a?)

Ganesh: Yes. That's important. You have to be
here at 10 exactly. You may leave only after
6 in the evening. You may not have more
than 45 minutes lunch break. (Å´¤†’ ÅC
´·êuç. †’Ny-éπ\úø ÆæJí¬_ °æCçöÀéÀ Öçú≈L. 6 ûª®√y-
ûªØË ¢Á∞¡x-́ îª’a. ¶μï† Ææ´’ßª’ç 45 EN’-≥ƒ© éπçõ‰
áèπ◊\´ BÆæ’-éÓ-èπÿ-úøü¿’).

Eswar: That's fine, sir. How many days of
leave may I have? (¶«í∫’çC. áEo-®Ó-V©
ÂÆ©´¤©’ ØË†’ BÆæ’-éÓ-´îª’a?)

Ganesh: Why, the usual period of leave. The
period of leave in a year may not be more
than 12 days. You may lose pay if it exceeds
that. (àç ÖçC ´÷´‚™‰. Ææç´-ûªq-®√-EéÀ 12
®ÓV©’ N’çîª-èπ◊çú≈ Öçú≈L. Åçûª-éπçõ‰ áèπ◊\¢ÁjûË
@ûªç™ éÓûª Öçô’çC.)

Eswar: That's fine, sir. When may I join duty?
(¶«í∫’ç-ü¿çúÕ. Nüμ¿’™x á°æ¤púø’ îË®Ω-́ îª’a?)

Ganesh: Tomorrow.

Look at the following expressions from the
dialogue above:

1) May I come in please?

2) May I know what my duties are?

3) You may leave only after 6 in the evening.

4) You may not have more than 45 minutes for
lunch.

5) How many days of leave may I have?

6) The period of leave in a year may not be
more than 12 days.

In all the sentences above, may is used. In
the last lesson, we saw that 'May' expresses
probability (ï®Ω-í∫-´îª’a/ Öçúø-´îª’a) ÅØË Å®ΩnçûÓ.
Look at this sentence: 'May I come in
please?'

In this sentence, 'May in the question form 'is
used for asking for formal permission - ´’®√uü¿
°æ‹®Ωy-éπçí¬/ íı®Ω-´çí¬ Å†’-´’A éÓÍ®ç-ü¿’èπ◊, Åçõ‰

´’† Â°j ÅCμ-é¬-®Ω’©, ´’†èπ◊ Å°æJ-*-ûª’-™„j† ´uèπ◊h©,
´’†ç î√™« íı®Ω-NçîË ¢√∞¡x Å†’-́ ’A éÓÍ®ç-ü¿’èπ◊,
question form ™ 'may' ¢√úøû√ç.
Hemanth: May I come in and sit for a while?

(ØË†’ ™°æ-LéÀ ´*a é¬ÊÆ°æ¤ èπÿ®Óa-´î√a?)– formal
permission.

Hridai: Of course. Do please come in. (ûª°æp-
èπ◊çú≈. ™°æ-LéÀ ®ΩçúÕ).

Indira: May I have look at your new sari? I
wish to buy one like that for myself. (O’ éÌûªh
<®Ω ã≤ƒJ îª÷úÌî√a? ØË†÷ Å™«çöÀüË éÌ†’-éÓ\-¢√-
©-†’-èπ◊ç-ô’Ø√o).

Janani: Oh, sure, here you are (ûª°æp-èπ◊çú≈
ÉCíÓçúÕ).

May †’ É™« question form™ formal per-
mission èπ◊ ¢√úøû√ç.
Karunakar: May I speak to you for a few min-
utes? (È®çúø’ EN’-≥ƒ©’ O’ûÓ ´÷ö«x-úø-´î√a?)
Lalitha: I am (I'm) afraid I don't have the time
now. Why not in the evening? (Ææ´’ßª’ç ™‰ü¿-†’-
èπ◊ç-ô’Ø√o. ≤ƒßª’çvûªç èπ◊ü¿®ΩüΔ?)

É™« May †’, question form ™ formal per-
missionèπ◊ ¢√úÕ-†-°æ¤púø’, Å´-ûªL ¢√∞¡x Ææpçü¿† (á™«

Ææ´÷-üμΔ†ç îÁ§ƒp™) èπÿú≈ îª÷üΔlç.
Permission ÉîËaç-ü¿’ π◊:
a) of course 2) certainly 3) oh, sure d) why not?
e) by all means (ûª°æp-èπ◊çú≈)

Permission Éûª-®Ω’©’ ÅúÕ-T†°æ¤púø’, ´’†ç
´’®√uü¿í¬ A®Ω-Ææ \-Jç-îËç-ü¿’èπ◊ ¢√úË expressions:

a) Oh, sorry, I can't b) I am sorry, no

c) I'm afraid, no (ÉC èπÿú≈ sorry ™«çöÀ ´÷ô.
Ééπ\úø "afraid" Åçõ‰ ¶μºßª’ç é¬ü¿’, 'Å™«

Å´üË¢Á÷— ÅE ¶«üμ¿ûÓ Å†úøç)
d) I'm afraid I can't (îËßª’-™‰-ØË¢Á÷). ÉC ¶«í¬ 

practise îËüΔlç. 

May I speak to you for a few minutes?

Akash Agnihothri,
Rajahmundry

Q: One student: Shall I
drink water, sir?

Another student: So, shall I, sir? - Is
the another student asking correct-
ly?

A: 1. Another student: Shall I too, sir? -
correct

Q: I have been searching for the
book (He has got the book) - Here I
have searched for the book - should
have been there instead of the above under-
lined - Please explain.

A: 'I have searched for the book' - This sentence
need not necessarily mean that the search
has gone on till the book is found. It doesn't
state clearly either, that the book has been
found.

I have been searching for
the book - This is correct,
even if the book has been
found. (Even this sentence
doesn't state clearly that the
book has been found. We
can still use it even if the
book is found).

Q: To be going - Explain.

A: To be going = To be on the way.

Q: He kills the birds and hangs/ hang
them. Which is right?

A: ... hangs them - correct.

Q: The sound is coming from the boys/ among
boys  - Say the right one.

A: From the boys - the boys are making it. From
among the boys - from the group of boys, you
do not know who among them are making the
sound. The boys may not be making the

sound at all.

Q: If it is urgent/ urgency you can go.

A: 'If it is urgent' - correct.

Q: 'Certain' - Explain.

A: Certain = Sure/ definite, some.

Q: Prayer éÀ attend Åßª÷u¢√?
A: Have you attended prayers?

Q: For how many days have you been present to
school?

A: For how many days have you been present at
school?

Q: least lesser lessest

less lesser lesset 

- Are the above right?

A: Little (Positive), Less (Comparative); Least
(Superlative).

Another comparative for 'little' is 'lesser' = not
greater in importance or value. 
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She needs must go there...

Varsha Saxena, Dilsukh Nagar

Q: i) I have ordered for six cups of
tea.

ii) Please help us to serve you bet-
ter. Are these cor-
rect?

A: i) I have ordered for
six cups - wrong.

I have ordered six
cups - correct.

ii) Correct

Q: I have been watch-
ing the TV for three
hours now/ I have
been watching the
TV during the five hours - Is
there any difference between the
above two sentences?

A: I have been watching the TV for
three hours now - correct.

I have been watching during
the five hours - wrong.

I was watching the TV during
the five hours - correct = In that
period of five hours I was watch-

ing the TV.

Q: He and I am mistaken/ He and I
are mistaken. Which is correct?

A: He and I are mistaken - correct.

Q: Due to his
careless-
ness, he
fell down.

A: Owing to
his care-
lessness
he fell
down - cor-
rect.

Q: No sooner
did the peon ring the bell than the
students left the class - Is this sen-
tence right?

A: No sooner did the peon ring/ had
the peon rung the bell than the
students left the class - correct.

Q: He may leave before I am free to
meet him. Translate into Telugu.

A: ØË†ûª-úÕE éπ©’-Ææ’-èπ◊-ØËç-ü¿’èπ◊ O©’ §ÒçüË-
ô-°æp-öÀéÀ Åûªúø’ ¢ÁRx-§Ú-´îª’a.

Ranveer Singh Bahadur,
Bhainsa

Q: He would use to go/ he
would go - Once you said
that the model verb 'would'
is used to express past
habits. Say the correct one

of the above two mentioned sentences.

A: He used to go/ He would go.

Q: Ambassador/ diplomat- Please clarify.

A: All ambassadors are diplomats, but all
diplomats need not be ambassadors.
Diplomats are people who represent
their country in another country and
an ambassador is their head.

Q: He would be going to movies - can
the underlined word be used to
express past habit?

A: Yes

Q: I am going to Vijayawada by the train/
train.

A: By train

Q: I am going to Vijayawada/ for
Vijayawada.

A: To Vijayawada

Q: They are watching the TV/ TV. Say
the correct one.

A: Both are correct

Q: He got down the car/ He got down
from the car. Say correct one.

A: got down from the car.

B. Ramu Naidu, Srikakulam

Q: Gandhiji said, "I should be here at the
stroke of five" - Gandhiji said that he
had to be there at the stroke of five -
Is this correct?

A: Gandhiji said that he had to be there
at the stroke of twelve - correct.

Q: The father/ father reads a newspaper.

A: The father ... is correct, because we
are referring to the father of a particu-
lar person.

Sharanya Choupal,
Vijayanagaram

Q: She must needs go there - Is
the underlined word used after
"must"?

A: 'She must needs go there' - is
wrong. 'She needs must go
there' is the correct form - This
is a more emphatic form of
saying, "she must go there'' /
''She needs to go there''.

Q: My sister is dearer to me - Say
the other degrees.

A: My sister is dearer to me - this
is an incomplete comparison.
This does not state, dearer to
me than what? This is not
clear. Unless we say 'dearer'
(comparative degree) than...

If the sentence is, 'My sister is
dearer to me than my life', the
positive is, my life is not as dear to
me as my sister. Because the
comparison is only between two
things, there is no superlative
degree.
Q: Don't look at other sides/ Don't

look other sides- Which is cor-
rect?

A: ... the other side - correct.
Q: Sharanya isn't the cleverest of

the girls in the class - Say the
other degrees.

A: Comparative: Sharanya is not
cleverer than some other girls
in the class.

Positive: Some other girls are at
least as clever as Sharanya.
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